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Seeking to put your passion f
or service to work? We are 

Christian businesses supporting the
 mission of Christian education. 

Working for Fletcher Academ
y, Inc. means being a valued 

part of a corporate family. V
isit our new Human Resource

s 

page www.fletcheracademy.com
/careers to learn about current

 

opportunities!

Worker’s in the Field
Working Together with Power and Assurance

Jeannie Larrabee, Fletcher Spirit Editor

 We have all sung the words, “Bring them in, bring them in.”  This old song is so fitting 
to start off this issue of the Fletcher Spirit. We are working together.  We are working in the 
fields with the Master to tell His story of salvation.  Fletcher Academy has long been a place 
of dedicated workers who considered it their privilege to prepare more workers to go into the 
fields for harvest.  Think of all the students who have graduated and are now all over the world 
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ and His soon return, daily witnessing for the Master 
wherever they may be.  It is not just those who have graduated either.  Students at Fletcher 
Academy today are asking for power to work for their Savior.  They are touring and being a 
mighty witness wherever they go.  These pages are filled with stories, articles and photos of 
the workers of Fletcher Academy.  From our Pioneers, our generous Alumni, faithful staff, and 
current students, all are working together with power and assurance.  

Fletcher Academy Invites You!
Come to these great events happening on our campus!

April 2-3, 2017
Academy Days

A great time for any students wanting to visit and learn about the Academy.
Check our website to register or get more details.

April 29, 2017
Acroknight Home Show 8:30 pm

An exciting exhibition done by the Fletcher Academy Gym Team.
You don’t want to miss this!

May 13, 2017 6:00 pm
Spring Concert at the Lelia Patterson Center

This music extravaganza is a must see.  Featuring Fletcher Academy’s Band, 
Bells, Choir and Strings.  Beautiful music for a beautiful spring evening.

May 19-21, 2017
Fletcher Academy Graduation Weekend

Friday’s Consecration – 7:30 pm         Saturday’s Class Night – 8:15 pm
Saturday’s Baccalaureate – 11:00 am         Sunday’s Commencement – 11:00 am
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Workers in the Vineyard -  Reaching out to Families
Phil Wilhelm – FA Principal

 A short reading of Matthew 20 reveals the parable of the workers in 
the vineyard. At first glance, the parable seems nonsense to human logic 
and reasoning. Who has ever heard of an employer who pays all of his 
workers equally regardless of the hours they have worked? The workers 
had two things in common, their willingness to work, and the location 
of their work. The glaring difference was the amount of effort (measured 
in hours) they worked. Once the owner paid the workers their promised 
wage, some were unhappy because those working but a short time 
received just as much as those who worked all day. The owner rebukes 
them and says they were paid what was promised.

 Jesus came to dispel the belief that eternal life was available only to 
those who had worked long and hard to secure it. The beauty of the 
gospel is that eternal life is offered to all who will accept the invitation 
and enter the work no matter how short the work might be. How do we 
try and demonstrate this beautiful truth to the students and their families 
at Fletcher? We pursue every possibility to provide a way for each young 
person who desires an education at Fletcher Academy to have it. Our 
school is available for anyone who is ready to accept the invitation and 
enter the work. We need your help to connect with young people who 
may be waiting in the marketplace to be called to work by Jesus, the 
owner of the vineyard. Please contact us if there is someone you know 
who might benefit from an experience at Fletcher Academy.
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Pioneer
Sidney Brownsberger 1845-1930

Sidney Brownsberger grew up on a farm in Ohio.  While 
a student at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, he 
heard of the beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists from a young 
man not an Adventist.  His interest was sparked, and he 
sent for all the literature printed by Adventists at that time.  
During his busy student life he spent much time in Bible 
study.  While poring over Adventist books, he was deeply 
impressed with the truth.  Before even meeting a Seventh-
day Adventist in person, he began keeping the Sabbath 
alone during his junior year in college.

After graduating college, he was superintendent of 
schools in both Maumee and Delta, Ohio.  During this 
time Adventists were being urged to establish their own 
schools for Christian education of our young people.  In 
1874, Professor Brownsberger accepted the urgent request 
of James and Ellen White to aid in the establishment of 
Battle Creek College in Michigan.  This was the first official 
Seventh-day Adventist educational institution, now known 
as Andrews University.  Professor Brownsberger is listed as 
their first president from 1874-1881.  He also served for a 
time as secretary of the General Conference of the Seventh-
day Adventist church.

Soon the rapidly growing churches out west began looking 
to build a new college in Northern California.  In 1882, 
Brownsberger accepted the call and moved to become the 
first president of Healdsburg College, now known as Pacific 
Union College.  He was known for his emphasis on practical 
education and Christian service.

Sadly, Brownsberger’s first marriage broke down and in the 
spring of 1886 he resigned and moved back to Michigan, 
where he was self-employed for a year.  In 1887, he married 
Edith Donaldson who had accompanied Mrs. White across 
the continent and lived in the White home during much of 
her college days at Battle Creek.  Together Sidney and Edith 
would have three children: Ethel, John, and Sidney.

In 1894, Ellen White invited the Brownsbergers to join 
with her in the work in Australia.  They did not go and 
soon, due to failing health, Sidney Brownsberger moved 
his family to North Carolina and acquired over 100 acres 
(which would later become a part of the academy).  Soon 
afterward, Brownsberger joined with A. W. Spalding to 
start a new Adventist School and medical work, now known 
as Fletcher Academy.  Classes began in 1910 with Professor 
Brownsberger teaching the children of the workers and the 
community.  

Ethel and John started treatment rooms in the old plantation 
house in 1916.  Ethel would be the first in North Carolina to 
take the nurse’s examination receiving the highest possible 
grade.  John would become the first registered male nurse 
in North Carolina and would later return to Fletcher to 
become the first surgeon and medical director of Mountain 
Sanitarium and Hospital, now known as Park Ridge Health.  
In time, all three children would become medical doctors.

Ellen White would write, “I have confidence in Brother 
Brownsberger. He is one who has humbled his heart before 
God, and he will prove a wise counsellor. He loves the truth” 
(Letter 62, 1909).  And directly to Professor Brownsberger 
she said, “I am more than pleased that you can engage in 
school work and unite your influence with other workers in 
opening the Scriptures to those who do not understand the 
Word of God. I believe that the Lord has been leading you” 
(Letter 56, 1910). 

Sidney Brownsberger was the founder and leader of what 
would become Fletcher Academy for its first ten years, 
laboring unselfishly and devotedly for the people he deeply 
loved.  He was well educated for his day and made significant 
contributions to the Seventh-day Adventist Church and to 
the world.
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Workers and Their Songs!
Brad Durby, FA Vice Principal and Shawn Betchley, FA Handbell Director

 Fletcher Academy is 
very proud of their musical 
groups on campus and 
the way the joy of the 
Lord comes through the 
students in this very special 
ministry. Over 130 students 
participate in music groups 
and lessons which is over 
75% of the total student 
body.
 Students have many opportunities to be involved with the 
music program at the academy with multiple music groups. 
Band, String Ensemble, Choir, and Redemption (hand bells) 
groups are open to most students who enjoy performing 
music. Students with advanced skills also have the option 
to audition for Brass Ensemble, 11th Hour (vocal choir) and 
Exaltation (hand bells). Private music lessons in voice, piano, 
and multiple other instruments are offered as well. Students 
have the option of earning academic credit for these lessons, 
or just learning for personal enrichment. In addition to these 
groups, you can often see multiple students sharing their 
talents by leading out in praise singing and performing special 
music in worship services of area churches, Academy chapels, 
Academy Days Events, and highlighted often at the Fletcher 
Academy Alumni Weekends!  These are in addition to the 
wonderful concerts put on by the FA Music Department for 
the public at the Lelia Patterson Center twice a year.  They are 
always willing to tell others of Jesus their Lord!
 The music program is not just blessing the immediate 
area.  Band, Strings, 11th Hour and Exaltation reach out to 
others every year by touring to different locations. The tour 
list is extensive: 11th Hour and Exaltation have toured in the 
Atlanta Area, Gatlinburg and Eastern Tennessee, Charleston/
Savannah, and Tampa, Florida. Last year, String Ensemble 
went to Myrtle Beach, and the Band went to Charleston. This 
year, 11th Hour and Exaltation will be travelling to New York 
City in March, and our Band is planning to tour in Savannah 
in April. Selected band and string ensemble members will also 
be participating in the Music Festival at Southern Adventist 
University in February.
 The Music Department is excited to announce that they have 
upgraded two pianos in the chapel!  The upgraded pianos are 
in the choir room and music office and will allow for a higher 
quality sound and better teaching tools for those that are taking 
lessons. (If you have an interest in promoting music lessons 

we always have students 
that would like to take 
lessons but are in need of 
sponsorship to be able to 
do so. Any financial help 
that you may be able to 
provide would be greatly 
appreciated.) They have 
also purchased an Apple 
computer that will allow 
music groups to record their 

music in-house. The plan is to record each of our programs and 
offer music CDs for those interested in listening to the students 
performing wonderful worship music.
 Preliminary steps have been taken to renovate the three 
practice rooms at the Fletcher Academy Chapel. It is the goal 
to have these available for our musicians that need to practice 
for their performances and for their lessons. The Music 
Department is excited about the improvements that have 
already taken place and those that we are pursuing. 
 Music is affecting the students as well.  Many students love 
sharing their faith this way!  Amanda Blake, Freshman Band 
and Exaltation member stated that, “Music has brought me 
closer to God and has allowed me to share Him in a fun way. 
I love the music program at Fletcher and especially all of the 
teachers.”  The words and notes of each song have a way to 
impact not only the listener, but the performers as well.
 The students are not the only ones who are affected by the 
music program. “I love the energy and enthusiasm the kids 
have,” shared Mrs. Shawn Betchley, FA Hand Bell director.  “I 
also enjoy working with them to choose music that speaks to 
a variety of moods, needs, and situations, and giving them the 
chance to see how their music is an opportunity for service. 
It’s wonderful to have a listener come after a performance and 
express appreciation for the music. But even better for me is 
when my students come, eyes shining, and say, “That was 
awesome!”
 Choir and 11th Hour have recorded two CDs, and are 
working on another one this year which should be available by 
the end of this school year. They plan to include more groups 
on the next CD.  If you would like a free copy of these uplifting 
musical CDs, contact Fletcher Academy at 828-209-6800 and 
we will send you one.  This is part of our ministry!
 The music staff of Fletcher Academy and all the students are 
to be commended for their dedication in this ministry.  They 
are the laborers in the 
fields bringing hope, 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t , 
and inspiration to 
all. Please keep our 
music program in 
your prayers as they 
strive for excellence 
in all facets of the 
program.

Supporting The Workers
Arthur Gibbs – Director of Development & Alumni Relations

 Everywhere you turn at Fletcher Academy, you see the lasting benefits of previous gifts 
to the school.  One of the best examples is the annual tradition of alumni’s support of the 
academy wish list at homecoming weekend.  This last year alumni decided to fully fund the 
entire wish list.  This has allowed the purchase of new desks, outdoor benches, a projector 
screen for the boys’ dorm, and a 12-Passenger Van.  A few projects are still in progress 
such as two more hide-a-benches, chapel security doors, and a cafeteria floor mixer.  We 

are so thankful for the alumni 
and friends who stepped up to 
the plate and offered to help meet 
those needs.
 In mid-December the Academy 
was blessed to receive a matching 
challenge gift where donations to 
the annual fund or worthy student 
assistance were matched dollar-
for-dollar.  As we go to press we 
have raised just a little over the 
goal of $30,000!  Our $100,000 
annual fund goal for the year is 

also within sight as well with over $65,000 raised so far.
 Sidney Brownsberger at 65 was more than eligible to retire after being the first founding 
president of two Adventist colleges.  However, he decided to be of still greater service 
and worked until he was 75 starting another school which would become Fletcher Academy.  Now his legacy of hard work is 
the name of one of four new endowments that were created as over $77,000 was donated in 2016 to various named scholarship 
funds.  The Brownsberger scholarship is especially for students who show a desire to become involved in denominational work.  
The Brent Yingling Scholarship is for students of proven academic excellence who participate in one of the school music groups.  
The Helen M. Jackson-Gibbs Scholarship is awarded to especially passionate and creative students.  And the Bill Bass Mission 
Initiative Scholarship is awarded to each and every senior student who has participated in four years of Fletcher Academy 
sponsored foreign mission trips.
 Scholarships are made possible by friends and alumni of Fletcher Academy for the benefit of the students at Fletcher Academy 
and, frequently, in memory or honor of a classmate, friend or spouse.  Because of such generosity many current students are able 
to afford an Adventist education who may otherwise not be able to do so.  Full details about all of our scholarships with tributes 
are on our school website.
 If you haven’t already, I encourage you to read the scholarship tributes in this issue.  Please know how our students are so 
grateful for your generosity in helping us get to the place where we are.  Thanks to so many faithful and thoughtful partners, 
Fletcher Academy flourishes today and will flourish until Jesus’ soon return.
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Work ZONE!
Interview with Kim Henski, FA Work Coordinator

 Fletcher Academy has had a longstanding, strong commitment to an 
integrated Work/Study Program since its very beginning in 1910.  Many of the 
most powerful, lasting memories of the Fletcher Academy alumni are related 
to their work experiences.  While it is one of the most challenging aspects of 
our overall program to coordinate, it is so much a part of our belief system 
and our identity that without it, we’d cease to be recognizable.  There are a 
multitude of reasons why we believe students should be actively engaged in 
practical work each day, but fundamentally, the value of work goes back to 
Eden when God gave Adam and Eve the privilege of working.  Of course, 
Ellen White has much counsel on students working and the value it brings 
to the development of a well-rounded and prepared person.  We are to teach 
the youth “that life’s true aim is not to secure the greatest possible gain for 
themselves, but to honor their Maker in doing their part of the world’s work, 
and lending a helpful hand” (Education, p. 221-2).
 Many students have found lifelong work habits and skills while attending 
Fletcher Academy.  Alumni can relate as well.  When one remembers their 
first job, the flashback is probably somewhere on the Fletcher Academy 
Campus.  What happened in the past years of schooling is still happening 
today.  Every student enrolled in Fletcher Academy has a job.  Each student 
works 10-12 hours a week and even more on the weekends.  They can work 
all over campus; Fletcher Valley Market, Fletcher Park Inn, Park Ridge Health 
Cafeteria, Captain Gilmer Christian School, Fletcher Academy Cafeteria, 
Lelia Patterson Center, Plant Services, Grounds, Dormitories, Administration 
Office, Accounting, Teacher Graders, and more.  Students are taught many 
valuable skills and high work ethics.  Grades are given on their transcripts for 
their work progress, but are not included in their final GPA’s.  After tithe is 
given the rest of the money earned from working helps out with tuition costs 
for the year.
 Fletcher Academy Inc. is a successful corporation due in part to the 
presence of all the great student workers.  Students are energetic, mostly 
motivated, and cost effective.  If the corporation hired adults to replace the 
student positions, the funding would be considerably higher.  So it is a great 
team effort.  Fletcher Academy Inc. has the student skills to tap into while the 
students leave with a foundation on how to be a great worker.  They get that 
special edge of experience and confidence of knowing how to be a part of a 
diligent work force.
 Stories have been shared how Fletcher Academy students who go on to 
attend Adventist Universities have an easier time getting a job.  These colleges 
have realized that Fletcher Academy students are special and come ‘work 
ready’!  FA students apply for campus job and hear, “When can you start”.  
One student knew there were over 60 applicants for the job she wanted.  
When the supervisor discovered she was a graduate of Fletcher Academy she 
moved her to the top of the list!
 Being a good worker in the field, as Jesus says to do, is more than just 
a spiritual application.  Being a good worker means being faithful in the 
everyday duties that one may find nearest to them.  Be the best officer worker, 
be the best dish washer, be the kindest person you know when answering the 
phone, be the best at whatever you do.  Get into the Work Zone and be a 
witness!

Richard Thomas - Senior
I was very surprised, when I saw I was receiving 
this scholarship, I definitely was not expecting it! 
One thing I really like about Fletcher are all the 
different people that you meet from many different 
places; I never knew I would be good friends with 
someone from Thailand!  Another thing I really like 
is all the opportunities. You get to go on mission 
trips all over the world.  Also, all the field trips I 
went on:  my sophomore year the Biology Trip, but 
especially my junior year History Trip which was an 
extremely fun experience, and because of it a lot 
of people in our class have grown closer. 

If I hadn’t come to Fletcher I would have been really upset because all of my 
friends from eighth grade were going to Fletcher.   Fletcher has changed me; I 
have met and made lifelong friends.  There have been some really great Week of 
Prayers that have majorly impacted my life; for example, when Buell Fogg came 
that was really impacting, and just this year when Jonathan Leonardo spoke for 
us, I found it really uplifting too.
There are some teachers here at Fletcher who really care about my success, and 
that means a lot. One of my main goals for the future is studying American History 
and eventually becoming a teacher. 

Isaac Oxentenko - Senior
I am so grateful for this unexpected 
donation of funds towards me! I 
do not usually receive funds from 
people! I love it here at Fletcher. 
The wide open gym, the woods 
surrounding, and the small town 
close by, not to mention the students 
attending. I came here at first because 
my other school was so bad, and this 

one has been so supportive. My walk with God has been 
strengthened by the spiritual people here. After Fletcher, I 
plan on going to college for sure into something medical or 
engineering. I appreciate everything everyone is doing!

Sara Brunner - Junior
I was completely shocked when I 
learned that I would be getting a 
scholarship. Through my shock, I felt 
an overwhelming sense of gratitude, 
and I cannot express how wonderful 
it feels to have been chosen for this 
scholarship. Fletcher Academy has 
been a huge blessing to my life in 
more ways than one. Before I came to 
Fletcher, I was a completely different 

person, but now, Fletcher has changed my life for the better. 
The values that I have learned while attending Fletcher will 
never be forgotten. After Fletcher, I plan to attend college to 
become a Doctor, and I am extremely grateful to have been 
able to attend such a wonderful Adventist academy.  Again, 
thank you so much for your generosity.

Vanessa Moreno - Junior
Getting a scholarship was surprising; I 
never would imagine that someone would 
have helped me through school. Three 
things I like about Fletcher are the friendly 
environment and the people that attend 
the school. Something else I love about this 
school is the education program. You are 
never bored and the teachers are willing to 
help the students.  Not being able to attend 
Fletcher Academy would be heartbreaking; I 
get the opportunity to learn about God, and 

that alone is a privilege. Let alone I would miss the wonderful people I 
have met. Attending Fletcher has affected my life in many ways. I am a 
different person.  Before I was shy and could not speak in front of an 
audience and now I am not shy - thanks to God and the teachers who 
helped with my stage fright. This school has also opened my horizon to 
meet different people and learn new lessons that will always be in my 
heart. After I graduate I intend to go to college, then help people who 
are in need in secluded areas and travel the World. More than anything, 
I want to change people’s lives even if it is in a small way. 

Luke Bird - Senior
Thank you so much for the scholarship 
that you provided me with! I am 
very grateful for your contribution to 
helping me attend Fletcher. I really 
couldn’t imagine being anywhere 
else. This school is a place that has 
incredible staff and students to make 
it the best place a high schooler 

could be. Your help and dedication to Fletcher Academy 
is much appreciated, and I want you to know that it isn’t 
being wasted! Many students’ lives are being impacted and 
changed by being here, and you are the ones that help keep 
this incredible school running. My life will never be the same, 
and I know that God works through Fletcher, and those who 
support it, in amazing ways.

Misa Diaz - Senior
I want to thank those who have 
helped me stay and continue my 
journey at Fletcher Academy. It’s not 
always easy with problems at home 
or personal things, but with people 
that help, it gives us hope to keep 
going forward knowing that people 
around care for the education and 

the ability to know more about God. I hope that I can do the 
same when I become an alumnus. To help is one of the best 
things not because the person is receiving but the person 
who is giving gets a type of feeling that you can’t just get 
anywhere. Thank you for all the support, God bless.

 and Friends...Thank You!
 have helped so many attend Fletcher Academy. These are just a few of the many who have expressed their thanks and

Scholarships are made possible by friends and alumni of Fletcher Academy for the benefit of the students at Fletcher Academy and, frequently, in 
memory or honor of a classmate, friend of spouse. Individuals interested in contributing towards a scholarship or starting a scholarship or an 
endowment should contact Arthur Gibbs (828-209-6704).
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2016 Alumnus of the Year Award to Bill Bass
Jon Smith, Corporate Secretary

 At the age of 15 our Award Recipient enrolled at FA as a sophomore 
dorm student. He was involved with many different activities while a 
student at Fletcher Academy.  He also worked in a variety of positions 
including Fletcher Hospital and the Boys Dorm.
 He spent many a day helping his favorite FA teacher, Richard Nielsen, 
to build his house.  Gordon Brown and Don Mathis also helped to shape 
his life during his time as a student at Fletcher.  The faculty at Fletcher 
helped to mold his life and he was inspired to use this same pattern with 
students in his dorm and classrooms, when a few years later the Lord 
asked him to return to Fletcher Academy as part of the faculty.
 Before he graduated his senior year in 1982, a certain girl caught his eye. 
They began to date after Spring Break. They continued their relationship 
through college, tying the knot 4 years later and starting a family of their 
own. He, his wife, and their two boys are all graduates of FA.
 While at Southern College, he pursued a degree in Religion, minoring in Industrial Education and PE, 
with plans to teach. Because Fletcher had so shaped his early life, he readily accepted the Boys Dean position 
at FA once he graduated from Southern in 1987. He spent 12 years molding young lives as the Dean, while 
also teaching several classes. In 1999, he taught 7th grade at Captain Gilmer for one year. He then moved 
his family to Georgia where he was the principal and teacher of an elementary school in Dalton. While 
there, he completed his Masters in School Administration through Western Carolina University. After 3 
years in Georgia, he was called back to Fletcher to serve as the Chaplain. 
 He and his family returned to North Carolina in 2003, and his talents have been utilized in many different 
areas over the last 13 years. He has taught many different classes, wore the administrative hat at times, 
been challenged by the work coordinator position, and has always been involved with maintenance and 
vehicles. Students know him well for leading out in “Senior Survival”, being their “Bus Driver”, and the 
many mission trips that he has planned and coordinated.  
 Students have been inspired by him to share their talents through many local community projects, and 
he encourages them to be part of numerous mission trips that he has planned both at home and abroad. He 
has led out in the student CERT training to assist during disasters and took two groups to help with relief 
efforts for Hurricane Katrina victims. His motto has always been: “What I have is not mine; it is entirely the 
Lord’s”, and he is willing to share whatever he has with others.
 Bill, we all would like to thank 
you for your years of dedication 
and devotion to Fletcher 
Academy and all we stand for.  
You are a witness to all around 
you.  Thank you for being such a 
great worker in the fields of this 
earth’s harvest.
 In keeping with our desire to 
honor former teachers and staff 
it was our distinct pleasure to 
present the 2016 Alumnus of the 
Year Award to Mr. Bill Bass!

Cameron Hodges - Senior
My name is Cameron Hodges and I am a 4 
year senior at Fletcher Academy. This past 
year I was really surprised to see that I had 
received a scholarship. When I found out I 
was super excited because this would help 
my parents and I prepare more for college 
funds. Fletcher Academy has a special 
place in my heart and this truly made the 
experience even better. Some of the things 
that make Fletcher special are the memories 

that I have had with all my friends the past 4 years. I also really enjoy 
all the opportunities that Fletcher gives you to travel, especially the 
Mission Trips. Trying to imagine myself at some other school is really 
hard for me because I have always been at Fletcher. Fletcher has truly 
helped out with my walk with God because there is such an amazing 
atmosphere on the campus that just makes you want to praise God. 
As I end my Senior year at Fletcher, I want to focus on the positive and 
all the memories I’ve made at this school. Thank you so much for the 
opportunity to attend Fletcher because it has truly changed my life.

Cindy Vidal-Aquino - Junior
When I came to Fletcher Academy, 
I grew. I grew strong mentally, 
physically, and spiritually. I grew and 
am still continuing to grow. When 
I came to Fletcher, I found family 
and friends. I found a place where 
I could depend on people and 
trust them no matter what happens. 
When I came to Fletcher Academy, I 

saw God work and speak through the staff and students. 
Fletcher Academy has impacted me in a powerful way 
and I am so grateful I have been able to come and learn 
more about God and the world around me because of 
what Fletcher has to offer. I have made memories here 
that I will NEVER forget and will gladly reflect upon when 
I get older. I was blessed because I came to Fletcher.

Genesis Rivas - Junior
I would like to express a great 
gratitude to the Alumni of Fletcher 
Academy who offered me this helpful 
scholarship. Fletcher has been a great 
help to me during my teenage years. 
Some of the things I greatly appreciate 
about the school are the spirituality, 
the friendly atmosphere, and how 
much of a blessing the teachers and 

staff are to me personally. If I was not able to attend Fletcher 
Academy, I do not think I would be the person I am today. 
I have made so many memories and long lasting friendships 
through the years I have been here. Your generosity has not 
gone unappreciated. Thank you so much, and may God 
continue to pour out His blessings on all of you!

Gabi Garcia - Senior
I was very surprised that I received 
this scholarship. When I was told the 
news I felt very grateful. I came to 
Fletcher my freshman year and am 
going to graduate this year. Fletcher 
has truly impacted my life, I have 
made relationships that will last a life 
time and have learned skills that will 
be of great assistance in the future.  

After I graduate from Fletcher I plan to continue studying in 
the Adventist school system and start at Southern University.  
I would like to reiterate how much I do appreciate this gift 
because it has aided me in finishing up my high school 
career here at Fletcher Academy. Thank you and again I am 
extremely grateful.

Garrett Barnes - Senior
Dear Fletcher Academy - I want 
to thank the alumni who make the 
scholarships like mine possible.  It is a 
tremendous help for me and my family 
to be able to receive these funds. The 
Lord has truly blessed my experience 
here at Fletcher Academy and I hope 
that this walk with him will grow each 
and every day. I hope the alumni that 

are able to provide these funds know just how much of an 
impact there making on the lives of all the students here at 
Fletcher Academy. Again I just want to state my thanks for 
making it possible to for me to come to this school. I hope 
the Lord blesses you with your walk with Him.

Patrick McGraw - Junior
I would like to personally thank you for 
the scholarship I received. The money, 
and your generosity, have not gone 
unappreciated. I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart. I was so surprised 
when I was informed I had received 
a $750 scholarship; I never thought I 
would be able to get one worth that 
much, and in all honesty I was unable 

to think of what I might have done to deserve that. It is my 
understanding that the scholarship is intended for “students 
who are hard -working and have shown improvement over 
the previous year”.  I do personally think I have improved, but 
I honestly did not think it was worth that much. I hope I can 
further improve as my time at Fletcher goes on. Thank you. I 
love being at Fletcher Academy, and I’m so thankful that your 
generosity has made it easier for me to stay here.

Fletcher Academy Alumni
Every year at the Fletcher Academy Homecoming Weekend, scholarships are given to students. These generous scholarships 
gratitude from the 2016-2017 scholarships.
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Alumni Reflections 2016

Fabulous, uplifting and fun!  These were just a few words 
mentioned this past Alumni Weekend 2016!  Lord of the Harvest 
was the theme.  So many came and enjoyed fellowship, food and 

sharing stories of how the Lord is using them to reap the harvest.  This 
page is covered in photos of the weekend.  They say “a picture says 
1,000 words,” so here are 28,000 words that tell about the weekend.  
Thank you to all who attended! Thank you to our inspiring speakers 
and to the Alumni Officers for their hours of hard work.  Thank you 
students for sharing your talents and helping in so many ways! Each 
time we come to Alumni Weekend we are reminded how wonderful it 
will be when the harvest is complete and all the workers are together 
forever in the earth made new!
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2016 Alumnus of the Year Award to Bill Bass
Jon Smith, Corporate Secretary

 At the age of 15 our Award Recipient enrolled at FA as a sophomore 
dorm student. He was involved with many different activities while a 
student at Fletcher Academy.  He also worked in a variety of positions 
including Fletcher Hospital and the Boys Dorm.
 He spent many a day helping his favorite FA teacher, Richard Nielsen, 
to build his house.  Gordon Brown and Don Mathis also helped to shape 
his life during his time as a student at Fletcher.  The faculty at Fletcher 
helped to mold his life and he was inspired to use this same pattern with 
students in his dorm and classrooms, when a few years later the Lord 
asked him to return to Fletcher Academy as part of the faculty.
 Before he graduated his senior year in 1982, a certain girl caught his eye. 
They began to date after Spring Break. They continued their relationship 
through college, tying the knot 4 years later and starting a family of their 
own. He, his wife, and their two boys are all graduates of FA.
 While at Southern College, he pursued a degree in Religion, minoring in Industrial Education and PE, 
with plans to teach. Because Fletcher had so shaped his early life, he readily accepted the Boys Dean position 
at FA once he graduated from Southern in 1987. He spent 12 years molding young lives as the Dean, while 
also teaching several classes. In 1999, he taught 7th grade at Captain Gilmer for one year. He then moved 
his family to Georgia where he was the principal and teacher of an elementary school in Dalton. While 
there, he completed his Masters in School Administration through Western Carolina University. After 3 
years in Georgia, he was called back to Fletcher to serve as the Chaplain. 
 He and his family returned to North Carolina in 2003, and his talents have been utilized in many different 
areas over the last 13 years. He has taught many different classes, wore the administrative hat at times, 
been challenged by the work coordinator position, and has always been involved with maintenance and 
vehicles. Students know him well for leading out in “Senior Survival”, being their “Bus Driver”, and the 
many mission trips that he has planned and coordinated.  
 Students have been inspired by him to share their talents through many local community projects, and 
he encourages them to be part of numerous mission trips that he has planned both at home and abroad. He 
has led out in the student CERT training to assist during disasters and took two groups to help with relief 
efforts for Hurricane Katrina victims. His motto has always been: “What I have is not mine; it is entirely the 
Lord’s”, and he is willing to share whatever he has with others.
 Bill, we all would like to thank 
you for your years of dedication 
and devotion to Fletcher 
Academy and all we stand for.  
You are a witness to all around 
you.  Thank you for being such a 
great worker in the fields of this 
earth’s harvest.
 In keeping with our desire to 
honor former teachers and staff 
it was our distinct pleasure to 
present the 2016 Alumnus of the 
Year Award to Mr. Bill Bass!

Cameron Hodges - Senior
My name is Cameron Hodges and I am a 4 
year senior at Fletcher Academy. This past 
year I was really surprised to see that I had 
received a scholarship. When I found out I 
was super excited because this would help 
my parents and I prepare more for college 
funds. Fletcher Academy has a special 
place in my heart and this truly made the 
experience even better. Some of the things 
that make Fletcher special are the memories 

that I have had with all my friends the past 4 years. I also really enjoy 
all the opportunities that Fletcher gives you to travel, especially the 
Mission Trips. Trying to imagine myself at some other school is really 
hard for me because I have always been at Fletcher. Fletcher has truly 
helped out with my walk with God because there is such an amazing 
atmosphere on the campus that just makes you want to praise God. 
As I end my Senior year at Fletcher, I want to focus on the positive and 
all the memories I’ve made at this school. Thank you so much for the 
opportunity to attend Fletcher because it has truly changed my life.

Cindy Vidal-Aquino - Junior
When I came to Fletcher Academy, 
I grew. I grew strong mentally, 
physically, and spiritually. I grew and 
am still continuing to grow. When 
I came to Fletcher, I found family 
and friends. I found a place where 
I could depend on people and 
trust them no matter what happens. 
When I came to Fletcher Academy, I 

saw God work and speak through the staff and students. 
Fletcher Academy has impacted me in a powerful way 
and I am so grateful I have been able to come and learn 
more about God and the world around me because of 
what Fletcher has to offer. I have made memories here 
that I will NEVER forget and will gladly reflect upon when 
I get older. I was blessed because I came to Fletcher.

Genesis Rivas - Junior
I would like to express a great 
gratitude to the Alumni of Fletcher 
Academy who offered me this helpful 
scholarship. Fletcher has been a great 
help to me during my teenage years. 
Some of the things I greatly appreciate 
about the school are the spirituality, 
the friendly atmosphere, and how 
much of a blessing the teachers and 

staff are to me personally. If I was not able to attend Fletcher 
Academy, I do not think I would be the person I am today. 
I have made so many memories and long lasting friendships 
through the years I have been here. Your generosity has not 
gone unappreciated. Thank you so much, and may God 
continue to pour out His blessings on all of you!

Gabi Garcia - Senior
I was very surprised that I received 
this scholarship. When I was told the 
news I felt very grateful. I came to 
Fletcher my freshman year and am 
going to graduate this year. Fletcher 
has truly impacted my life, I have 
made relationships that will last a life 
time and have learned skills that will 
be of great assistance in the future.  

After I graduate from Fletcher I plan to continue studying in 
the Adventist school system and start at Southern University.  
I would like to reiterate how much I do appreciate this gift 
because it has aided me in finishing up my high school 
career here at Fletcher Academy. Thank you and again I am 
extremely grateful.

Garrett Barnes - Senior
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Fletcher Academy Alumni
Every year at the Fletcher Academy Homecoming Weekend, scholarships are given to students. These generous scholarships 
gratitude from the 2016-2017 scholarships.
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Work ZONE!
Interview with Kim Henski, FA Work Coordinator

 Fletcher Academy has had a longstanding, strong commitment to an 
integrated Work/Study Program since its very beginning in 1910.  Many of the 
most powerful, lasting memories of the Fletcher Academy alumni are related 
to their work experiences.  While it is one of the most challenging aspects of 
our overall program to coordinate, it is so much a part of our belief system 
and our identity that without it, we’d cease to be recognizable.  There are a 
multitude of reasons why we believe students should be actively engaged in 
practical work each day, but fundamentally, the value of work goes back to 
Eden when God gave Adam and Eve the privilege of working.  Of course, 
Ellen White has much counsel on students working and the value it brings 
to the development of a well-rounded and prepared person.  We are to teach 
the youth “that life’s true aim is not to secure the greatest possible gain for 
themselves, but to honor their Maker in doing their part of the world’s work, 
and lending a helpful hand” (Education, p. 221-2).
 Many students have found lifelong work habits and skills while attending 
Fletcher Academy.  Alumni can relate as well.  When one remembers their 
first job, the flashback is probably somewhere on the Fletcher Academy 
Campus.  What happened in the past years of schooling is still happening 
today.  Every student enrolled in Fletcher Academy has a job.  Each student 
works 10-12 hours a week and even more on the weekends.  They can work 
all over campus; Fletcher Valley Market, Fletcher Park Inn, Park Ridge Health 
Cafeteria, Captain Gilmer Christian School, Fletcher Academy Cafeteria, 
Lelia Patterson Center, Plant Services, Grounds, Dormitories, Administration 
Office, Accounting, Teacher Graders, and more.  Students are taught many 
valuable skills and high work ethics.  Grades are given on their transcripts for 
their work progress, but are not included in their final GPA’s.  After tithe is 
given the rest of the money earned from working helps out with tuition costs 
for the year.
 Fletcher Academy Inc. is a successful corporation due in part to the 
presence of all the great student workers.  Students are energetic, mostly 
motivated, and cost effective.  If the corporation hired adults to replace the 
student positions, the funding would be considerably higher.  So it is a great 
team effort.  Fletcher Academy Inc. has the student skills to tap into while the 
students leave with a foundation on how to be a great worker.  They get that 
special edge of experience and confidence of knowing how to be a part of a 
diligent work force.
 Stories have been shared how Fletcher Academy students who go on to 
attend Adventist Universities have an easier time getting a job.  These colleges 
have realized that Fletcher Academy students are special and come ‘work 
ready’!  FA students apply for campus job and hear, “When can you start”.  
One student knew there were over 60 applicants for the job she wanted.  
When the supervisor discovered she was a graduate of Fletcher Academy she 
moved her to the top of the list!
 Being a good worker in the field, as Jesus says to do, is more than just 
a spiritual application.  Being a good worker means being faithful in the 
everyday duties that one may find nearest to them.  Be the best officer worker, 
be the best dish washer, be the kindest person you know when answering the 
phone, be the best at whatever you do.  Get into the Work Zone and be a 
witness!

Richard Thomas - Senior
I was very surprised, when I saw I was receiving 
this scholarship, I definitely was not expecting it! 
One thing I really like about Fletcher are all the 
different people that you meet from many different 
places; I never knew I would be good friends with 
someone from Thailand!  Another thing I really like 
is all the opportunities. You get to go on mission 
trips all over the world.  Also, all the field trips I 
went on:  my sophomore year the Biology Trip, but 
especially my junior year History Trip which was an 
extremely fun experience, and because of it a lot 
of people in our class have grown closer. 

If I hadn’t come to Fletcher I would have been really upset because all of my 
friends from eighth grade were going to Fletcher.   Fletcher has changed me; I 
have met and made lifelong friends.  There have been some really great Week of 
Prayers that have majorly impacted my life; for example, when Buell Fogg came 
that was really impacting, and just this year when Jonathan Leonardo spoke for 
us, I found it really uplifting too.
There are some teachers here at Fletcher who really care about my success, and 
that means a lot. One of my main goals for the future is studying American History 
and eventually becoming a teacher. 

Isaac Oxentenko - Senior
I am so grateful for this unexpected 
donation of funds towards me! I 
do not usually receive funds from 
people! I love it here at Fletcher. 
The wide open gym, the woods 
surrounding, and the small town 
close by, not to mention the students 
attending. I came here at first because 
my other school was so bad, and this 

one has been so supportive. My walk with God has been 
strengthened by the spiritual people here. After Fletcher, I 
plan on going to college for sure into something medical or 
engineering. I appreciate everything everyone is doing!

Sara Brunner - Junior
I was completely shocked when I 
learned that I would be getting a 
scholarship. Through my shock, I felt 
an overwhelming sense of gratitude, 
and I cannot express how wonderful 
it feels to have been chosen for this 
scholarship. Fletcher Academy has 
been a huge blessing to my life in 
more ways than one. Before I came to 
Fletcher, I was a completely different 

person, but now, Fletcher has changed my life for the better. 
The values that I have learned while attending Fletcher will 
never be forgotten. After Fletcher, I plan to attend college to 
become a Doctor, and I am extremely grateful to have been 
able to attend such a wonderful Adventist academy.  Again, 
thank you so much for your generosity.

Vanessa Moreno - Junior
Getting a scholarship was surprising; I 
never would imagine that someone would 
have helped me through school. Three 
things I like about Fletcher are the friendly 
environment and the people that attend 
the school. Something else I love about this 
school is the education program. You are 
never bored and the teachers are willing to 
help the students.  Not being able to attend 
Fletcher Academy would be heartbreaking; I 
get the opportunity to learn about God, and 

that alone is a privilege. Let alone I would miss the wonderful people I 
have met. Attending Fletcher has affected my life in many ways. I am a 
different person.  Before I was shy and could not speak in front of an 
audience and now I am not shy - thanks to God and the teachers who 
helped with my stage fright. This school has also opened my horizon to 
meet different people and learn new lessons that will always be in my 
heart. After I graduate I intend to go to college, then help people who 
are in need in secluded areas and travel the World. More than anything, 
I want to change people’s lives even if it is in a small way. 

Luke Bird - Senior
Thank you so much for the scholarship 
that you provided me with! I am 
very grateful for your contribution to 
helping me attend Fletcher. I really 
couldn’t imagine being anywhere 
else. This school is a place that has 
incredible staff and students to make 
it the best place a high schooler 

could be. Your help and dedication to Fletcher Academy 
is much appreciated, and I want you to know that it isn’t 
being wasted! Many students’ lives are being impacted and 
changed by being here, and you are the ones that help keep 
this incredible school running. My life will never be the same, 
and I know that God works through Fletcher, and those who 
support it, in amazing ways.

Misa Diaz - Senior
I want to thank those who have 
helped me stay and continue my 
journey at Fletcher Academy. It’s not 
always easy with problems at home 
or personal things, but with people 
that help, it gives us hope to keep 
going forward knowing that people 
around care for the education and 

the ability to know more about God. I hope that I can do the 
same when I become an alumnus. To help is one of the best 
things not because the person is receiving but the person 
who is giving gets a type of feeling that you can’t just get 
anywhere. Thank you for all the support, God bless.

 and Friends...Thank You!
 have helped so many attend Fletcher Academy. These are just a few of the many who have expressed their thanks and

Scholarships are made possible by friends and alumni of Fletcher Academy for the benefit of the students at Fletcher Academy and, frequently, in 
memory or honor of a classmate, friend of spouse. Individuals interested in contributing towards a scholarship or starting a scholarship or an 
endowment should contact Arthur Gibbs (828-209-6704).
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Workers and Their Songs!
Brad Durby, FA Vice Principal and Shawn Betchley, FA Handbell Director

 Fletcher Academy is 
very proud of their musical 
groups on campus and 
the way the joy of the 
Lord comes through the 
students in this very special 
ministry. Over 130 students 
participate in music groups 
and lessons which is over 
75% of the total student 
body.
 Students have many opportunities to be involved with the 
music program at the academy with multiple music groups. 
Band, String Ensemble, Choir, and Redemption (hand bells) 
groups are open to most students who enjoy performing 
music. Students with advanced skills also have the option 
to audition for Brass Ensemble, 11th Hour (vocal choir) and 
Exaltation (hand bells). Private music lessons in voice, piano, 
and multiple other instruments are offered as well. Students 
have the option of earning academic credit for these lessons, 
or just learning for personal enrichment. In addition to these 
groups, you can often see multiple students sharing their 
talents by leading out in praise singing and performing special 
music in worship services of area churches, Academy chapels, 
Academy Days Events, and highlighted often at the Fletcher 
Academy Alumni Weekends!  These are in addition to the 
wonderful concerts put on by the FA Music Department for 
the public at the Lelia Patterson Center twice a year.  They are 
always willing to tell others of Jesus their Lord!
 The music program is not just blessing the immediate 
area.  Band, Strings, 11th Hour and Exaltation reach out to 
others every year by touring to different locations. The tour 
list is extensive: 11th Hour and Exaltation have toured in the 
Atlanta Area, Gatlinburg and Eastern Tennessee, Charleston/
Savannah, and Tampa, Florida. Last year, String Ensemble 
went to Myrtle Beach, and the Band went to Charleston. This 
year, 11th Hour and Exaltation will be travelling to New York 
City in March, and our Band is planning to tour in Savannah 
in April. Selected band and string ensemble members will also 
be participating in the Music Festival at Southern Adventist 
University in February.
 The Music Department is excited to announce that they have 
upgraded two pianos in the chapel!  The upgraded pianos are 
in the choir room and music office and will allow for a higher 
quality sound and better teaching tools for those that are taking 
lessons. (If you have an interest in promoting music lessons 

we always have students 
that would like to take 
lessons but are in need of 
sponsorship to be able to 
do so. Any financial help 
that you may be able to 
provide would be greatly 
appreciated.) They have 
also purchased an Apple 
computer that will allow 
music groups to record their 

music in-house. The plan is to record each of our programs and 
offer music CDs for those interested in listening to the students 
performing wonderful worship music.
 Preliminary steps have been taken to renovate the three 
practice rooms at the Fletcher Academy Chapel. It is the goal 
to have these available for our musicians that need to practice 
for their performances and for their lessons. The Music 
Department is excited about the improvements that have 
already taken place and those that we are pursuing. 
 Music is affecting the students as well.  Many students love 
sharing their faith this way!  Amanda Blake, Freshman Band 
and Exaltation member stated that, “Music has brought me 
closer to God and has allowed me to share Him in a fun way. 
I love the music program at Fletcher and especially all of the 
teachers.”  The words and notes of each song have a way to 
impact not only the listener, but the performers as well.
 The students are not the only ones who are affected by the 
music program. “I love the energy and enthusiasm the kids 
have,” shared Mrs. Shawn Betchley, FA Hand Bell director.  “I 
also enjoy working with them to choose music that speaks to 
a variety of moods, needs, and situations, and giving them the 
chance to see how their music is an opportunity for service. 
It’s wonderful to have a listener come after a performance and 
express appreciation for the music. But even better for me is 
when my students come, eyes shining, and say, “That was 
awesome!”
 Choir and 11th Hour have recorded two CDs, and are 
working on another one this year which should be available by 
the end of this school year. They plan to include more groups 
on the next CD.  If you would like a free copy of these uplifting 
musical CDs, contact Fletcher Academy at 828-209-6800 and 
we will send you one.  This is part of our ministry!
 The music staff of Fletcher Academy and all the students are 
to be commended for their dedication in this ministry.  They 
are the laborers in the 
fields bringing hope, 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t , 
and inspiration to 
all. Please keep our 
music program in 
your prayers as they 
strive for excellence 
in all facets of the 
program.

Supporting The Workers
Arthur Gibbs – Director of Development & Alumni Relations

 Everywhere you turn at Fletcher Academy, you see the lasting benefits of previous gifts 
to the school.  One of the best examples is the annual tradition of alumni’s support of the 
academy wish list at homecoming weekend.  This last year alumni decided to fully fund the 
entire wish list.  This has allowed the purchase of new desks, outdoor benches, a projector 
screen for the boys’ dorm, and a 12-Passenger Van.  A few projects are still in progress 
such as two more hide-a-benches, chapel security doors, and a cafeteria floor mixer.  We 

are so thankful for the alumni 
and friends who stepped up to 
the plate and offered to help meet 
those needs.
 In mid-December the Academy 
was blessed to receive a matching 
challenge gift where donations to 
the annual fund or worthy student 
assistance were matched dollar-
for-dollar.  As we go to press we 
have raised just a little over the 
goal of $30,000!  Our $100,000 
annual fund goal for the year is 

also within sight as well with over $65,000 raised so far.
 Sidney Brownsberger at 65 was more than eligible to retire after being the first founding 
president of two Adventist colleges.  However, he decided to be of still greater service 
and worked until he was 75 starting another school which would become Fletcher Academy.  Now his legacy of hard work is 
the name of one of four new endowments that were created as over $77,000 was donated in 2016 to various named scholarship 
funds.  The Brownsberger scholarship is especially for students who show a desire to become involved in denominational work.  
The Brent Yingling Scholarship is for students of proven academic excellence who participate in one of the school music groups.  
The Helen M. Jackson-Gibbs Scholarship is awarded to especially passionate and creative students.  And the Bill Bass Mission 
Initiative Scholarship is awarded to each and every senior student who has participated in four years of Fletcher Academy 
sponsored foreign mission trips.
 Scholarships are made possible by friends and alumni of Fletcher Academy for the benefit of the students at Fletcher Academy 
and, frequently, in memory or honor of a classmate, friend or spouse.  Because of such generosity many current students are able 
to afford an Adventist education who may otherwise not be able to do so.  Full details about all of our scholarships with tributes 
are on our school website.
 If you haven’t already, I encourage you to read the scholarship tributes in this issue.  Please know how our students are so 
grateful for your generosity in helping us get to the place where we are.  Thanks to so many faithful and thoughtful partners, 
Fletcher Academy flourishes today and will flourish until Jesus’ soon return.
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Workers in the Vineyard -  Reaching out to Families
Phil Wilhelm – FA Principal

 A short reading of Matthew 20 reveals the parable of the workers in 
the vineyard. At first glance, the parable seems nonsense to human logic 
and reasoning. Who has ever heard of an employer who pays all of his 
workers equally regardless of the hours they have worked? The workers 
had two things in common, their willingness to work, and the location 
of their work. The glaring difference was the amount of effort (measured 
in hours) they worked. Once the owner paid the workers their promised 
wage, some were unhappy because those working but a short time 
received just as much as those who worked all day. The owner rebukes 
them and says they were paid what was promised.

 Jesus came to dispel the belief that eternal life was available only to 
those who had worked long and hard to secure it. The beauty of the 
gospel is that eternal life is offered to all who will accept the invitation 
and enter the work no matter how short the work might be. How do we 
try and demonstrate this beautiful truth to the students and their families 
at Fletcher? We pursue every possibility to provide a way for each young 
person who desires an education at Fletcher Academy to have it. Our 
school is available for anyone who is ready to accept the invitation and 
enter the work. We need your help to connect with young people who 
may be waiting in the marketplace to be called to work by Jesus, the 
owner of the vineyard. Please contact us if there is someone you know 
who might benefit from an experience at Fletcher Academy.
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Pioneer
Sidney Brownsberger 1845-1930

Sidney Brownsberger grew up on a farm in Ohio.  While 
a student at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, he 
heard of the beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists from a young 
man not an Adventist.  His interest was sparked, and he 
sent for all the literature printed by Adventists at that time.  
During his busy student life he spent much time in Bible 
study.  While poring over Adventist books, he was deeply 
impressed with the truth.  Before even meeting a Seventh-
day Adventist in person, he began keeping the Sabbath 
alone during his junior year in college.

After graduating college, he was superintendent of 
schools in both Maumee and Delta, Ohio.  During this 
time Adventists were being urged to establish their own 
schools for Christian education of our young people.  In 
1874, Professor Brownsberger accepted the urgent request 
of James and Ellen White to aid in the establishment of 
Battle Creek College in Michigan.  This was the first official 
Seventh-day Adventist educational institution, now known 
as Andrews University.  Professor Brownsberger is listed as 
their first president from 1874-1881.  He also served for a 
time as secretary of the General Conference of the Seventh-
day Adventist church.

Soon the rapidly growing churches out west began looking 
to build a new college in Northern California.  In 1882, 
Brownsberger accepted the call and moved to become the 
first president of Healdsburg College, now known as Pacific 
Union College.  He was known for his emphasis on practical 
education and Christian service.

Sadly, Brownsberger’s first marriage broke down and in the 
spring of 1886 he resigned and moved back to Michigan, 
where he was self-employed for a year.  In 1887, he married 
Edith Donaldson who had accompanied Mrs. White across 
the continent and lived in the White home during much of 
her college days at Battle Creek.  Together Sidney and Edith 
would have three children: Ethel, John, and Sidney.

In 1894, Ellen White invited the Brownsbergers to join 
with her in the work in Australia.  They did not go and 
soon, due to failing health, Sidney Brownsberger moved 
his family to North Carolina and acquired over 100 acres 
(which would later become a part of the academy).  Soon 
afterward, Brownsberger joined with A. W. Spalding to 
start a new Adventist School and medical work, now known 
as Fletcher Academy.  Classes began in 1910 with Professor 
Brownsberger teaching the children of the workers and the 
community.  

Ethel and John started treatment rooms in the old plantation 
house in 1916.  Ethel would be the first in North Carolina to 
take the nurse’s examination receiving the highest possible 
grade.  John would become the first registered male nurse 
in North Carolina and would later return to Fletcher to 
become the first surgeon and medical director of Mountain 
Sanitarium and Hospital, now known as Park Ridge Health.  
In time, all three children would become medical doctors.

Ellen White would write, “I have confidence in Brother 
Brownsberger. He is one who has humbled his heart before 
God, and he will prove a wise counsellor. He loves the truth” 
(Letter 62, 1909).  And directly to Professor Brownsberger 
she said, “I am more than pleased that you can engage in 
school work and unite your influence with other workers in 
opening the Scriptures to those who do not understand the 
Word of God. I believe that the Lord has been leading you” 
(Letter 56, 1910). 

Sidney Brownsberger was the founder and leader of what 
would become Fletcher Academy for its first ten years, 
laboring unselfishly and devotedly for the people he deeply 
loved.  He was well educated for his day and made significant 
contributions to the Seventh-day Adventist Church and to 
the world.
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For more information please call 828-209-6800 or visit www.fletcheracademy.com
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 mission of Christian education. 
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Worker’s in the Field
Working Together with Power and Assurance

Jeannie Larrabee, Fletcher Spirit Editor

 We have all sung the words, “Bring them in, bring them in.”  This old song is so fitting 
to start off this issue of the Fletcher Spirit. We are working together.  We are working in the 
fields with the Master to tell His story of salvation.  Fletcher Academy has long been a place 
of dedicated workers who considered it their privilege to prepare more workers to go into the 
fields for harvest.  Think of all the students who have graduated and are now all over the world 
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ and His soon return, daily witnessing for the Master 
wherever they may be.  It is not just those who have graduated either.  Students at Fletcher 
Academy today are asking for power to work for their Savior.  They are touring and being a 
mighty witness wherever they go.  These pages are filled with stories, articles and photos of 
the workers of Fletcher Academy.  From our Pioneers, our generous Alumni, faithful staff, and 
current students, all are working together with power and assurance.  

Fletcher Academy Invites You!
Come to these great events happening on our campus!

April 2-3, 2017
Academy Days

A great time for any students wanting to visit and learn about the Academy.
Check our website to register or get more details.

April 29, 2017
Acroknight Home Show 8:30 pm

An exciting exhibition done by the Fletcher Academy Gym Team.
You don’t want to miss this!

May 13, 2017 6:00 pm
Spring Concert at the Lelia Patterson Center

This music extravaganza is a must see.  Featuring Fletcher Academy’s Band, 
Bells, Choir and Strings.  Beautiful music for a beautiful spring evening.

May 19-21, 2017
Fletcher Academy Graduation Weekend

Friday’s Consecration – 7:30 pm         Saturday’s Class Night – 8:15 pm
Saturday’s Baccalaureate – 11:00 am         Sunday’s Commencement – 11:00 am


